Container Labeling
Factsheet
Rely on Ross. We do it right!

When preparing waste materials for shipment, here are some things to keep in mind to
ensure timely processing of your wastes and to be certain that you are complying with
Environmental Protection Agency and Department of Transportation regulations.
Container size and construction must be the same as that requested for quotation.
Containers must be compatible with the material within and must meet regulatory requirements.
The outside of the container must be free of excess materials.
All gaskets and bungs must be in place and secured.
Bladder drums must be shipped inside steel salvage drums.
Containers must have DOT labels and EPA Hazardous Waste Marking, if required.
Drums must be marked on top and side with Waste Product Survey number (i.e. WPS XXXXX)
Shrink wrapping of pallets is only a consolidation of packages. Each individual package must be marked
with proper EPA markings (cartons, pallets, one gallon containers, etc.) The WPS number should also be
placed on the top and side of shrink wrapped covered pallets.

Labeling Guidelines for Drums, Pails & Pallets
1. Non-hazardous waste (non-regulated) should be identified on the top and side of the container using either a
label or legible handwriting.
2. Hazardous waste must be identified with the appropriate EPA markings. EPA markings should be:
Filled our completely with permanent marker.
Placed upright on the side of each container next to the appropriate DOT label but not overlapping.
To avoid confusion, old labels should be removed or painted over. Verify that the hazardous waste label
information matches the data shown on the Uniform Hazardous Waste Manifest for each shipment.
3. Normally, your hazardous waste will also be
classified as a hazardous material for shipping
purposes, so each container must be labeled with the
appropriate DOT hazardous label for corrosives,
flammable liquids, etc. The appropriate UN or NA
number must be shown on opposites of a Gaylord.
4. For palletized material, place a DOT hazard label
and EPA marking (hazardous waste label) on each
individual DOT approved shipping container. Each
small container (box, pail, carton, can) of palletized
material must be labeled appropriately.
5. The Waste Product Survey (WPS) or other waste stream identification number for each waste stream must be
printed horizontally on the sides and top of each container in large, legible numbers, readable from a distance of
20 feet. This will facilitate easy identification and tracking of wastes through storage and treatment.
For lab pack labeling and marking information, see the Lab Pack Approval & Scheduling Factsheet.
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