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BACKGROUND INFORMATION.
U.S. Department of
Transportation (DOT), Pipeline and Hazardous Materials
Safety Administration (PHMSA) have investigated recent
incidents involving the compliance and transportation safety
of battery shipments. Serious safety problems and noncompliance have been noted regarding the classification,
packaging, marking, labeling, and shipping papers documenting the transportation of spent batteries.
Great concern exists over the lack of compliance with, and
understanding of, the transportation requirements for used
batteries. PHMSA recognizes the breadth and scope of the
battery recycling and disposal industries. However, PHMSA is
concerned that many persons who ship batteries for recycling
or disposal may not appreciate the hazards posed by batteries
during transportation. Numerous battery shipments caused
compliance and safety violations including the following.
· Large numbers of used batteries were collected in large
containers that did not adequately prevent damage to the
batteries or prevent release during transportation.
· Outer packages were not marked and labeled as required to
indicate that they contain batteries; the shipments were not
described in shipping documents.
· No action is being taken to prevent a short circuit, such as
separating the batteries by placing each one in a separate
plastic “baggie” or taping the terminals of the battery.

For a list of shipping names, special provisions and packaging
appropriate for battery shipments, please consult your Technical
Services Representative.
NON-COMPLIANCE CONSEQUENCES. DOT encourages and
supports the safe recycling and disposal of used batteries.
However, DOT swiftly investigates and enforces the safety
requirements in the Hazardous Material Regulation (HMR).
Persons who violate the HMR may be subject to significant civil
penalties, criminal fines, and imprisonment.
The maximum penalties depend on
several factors including the nature and
circumstances, extent and gravity, and

severity of the consequences of the violation. These penalties
can range up to $100,000 for a civil penalty. Criminal penalties
can range up to $500,000 and ten years in jail. In a recent
enforcement case, PHMSA assessed a total civil penalty of
$360,000 for multiple violations of the HMR relating to the
improper shipment of used batteries for recycling or disposal.

ALKALINE BATTERY INTERPERTATION. Recently, PHMSA
found that batteries identified and sorted so that only 1.5 volt
(AA, AAA, C, D) and 9-volt dry cell alkaline batteries are packaged together for transportation contain very little, if any, energy
content. As such, they are not capable of producing a dangerous
evolution of heat during transportation. Because special provision 130 excepts dry batteries not likely to generate a dangerous
quantity of heat, short circuit, or create sparks when securely
packaged and transported in packaging with no other batteries
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· separating the batteries from each other.
These violations appear to have directly led to a November
2006 incident in which a shipment of used, rechargeable lead
acid batteries caused a fire that destroyed the vehicle
transporting the batteries. PHMSA has also investigated
additional truck fires, both
of which involved batteries
destined for recycling. (see
picture on the left).

www.rossenvironmental.com

150 Innovation Drive
Elyria, OH 44035

1- 800-878-7677
sales@rossenvironmental.com

